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district some 37 miles W.N.W, of Tehran, Nazif Efendi and his suite
arrived at the royal camp, where they were received with impressive
ceremonial and pomp ; when Nadir received the Ambassador, he was
seated on the peacock throne and wore his magnificent jewels,1 Dis-
cussions then ensued between Nazif Efendi and the Persian ministers,
and agreement on every point was reached after five conferences had been
held* On the ryth Sha*ban, 1159 (4th September, 1746)9 the treaty
was signed at Kurdan, and so officially brought to a close the long period
of strife between Persia and Turkey.*
The treaty, which consisted of a preamble, three articles and a supple-
ment, contained the following provisions :
Preample. The terms of the treaty of peace concluded (at Zuhab) in the time of
Sultan Murad IV (in 1639) we"re *° be observed, and the frontier between the
two states was to be as laid down in that instrument* In the second place,
each country was to abstain " from those matters, which excite resentment
(kadurat] and which are detrimental to the conclusion of peace/'
Article L The Turkish authorities undertook to allow Persian pilgrims to go to
Mecca via Baghdad or Syria and to protect them en route.
Article II. Each state was to send an ambassador to the court of the other every
three years.
Article IlL All prisoners on both sides were to be set free and to be allowed
to return to their homes, and the buying or selling of prisoners as slaves was
declared unlawful
Supplement, (i) The governors of the frontier provinces were to abstain from acts
detrimental to friendship, (ii) The Persian peoples, having abandoned u those
unseemly opinions which were created in the times of the Safaris, and having
in their fundamental beliefs followed the path of the Sunnat" were thence-
forward to treat the Orthodox Caliphs (i.e.f Abu Bakr, 'Omar and 'Qthman)
with respect* In the future these peoples were to go through Turkish temtoiy
to and from Mecca, Madina and the countries of Islam in the manner of thte
Turkish pilgrims and of the peoples of the other Islamic countries; they were
likewise to be able to visit the Holy Cities in Mesopotamia, So long as these
pilgrims carried no merchandise, the Governor and officials of Baghdad were not
to levy any tax upoa them, (iii) Similar privileges were to be accorded to
Turkish pilgrims in Persian territory* (iv) It was provided, in condnskm, that
the treaty should always remain in force. *
When Nazif Efendi returned to Constantinople with the treaty, he took
with him a letter from Nadir to the Sultan, In this letter, which began
with a doxology and praise of Muhammad and the Orthodox Caliphs,
Nadir referred to the heresies of Shah Isma'il, the evils which they had
brought upon Persia and the troubles which they had stirred up between
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